Submission by the
 Council of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History
 to Suffolk County Council 

regarding the future of its Archaeological Service and the  Suffolk Record Office 
1. The Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History (SIAH) is a Charitable Trust that is the oldest heritage body in Suffolk, having been founded in 1848 (see www.suffolkarch.org).  It currently has over 800 members. Its stated objectives include:

a) the education of the public through the promotion of local history and archaeology;

b) the collection and publishing of information on the history and archaeology of Suffolk

c) support for the care of the county’s historic monuments and records where possible

The SIAH has close links with both the Record Office and the Archaeological Service. Many of our members make use of the Record Office throughout the year. An article entitled Archaeology in Suffolk is published each year in the SIAH’s Proceedings, providing a summary of the all the archaeological discoveries and projects undertaken in the county in that year, including those carried out by SCC’s Archaeological Service. Publication is a joint outreach/education function of both the Service and the SIAH – the Archaeological Service makes an annual contribution to SIAH publication costs, but the amount has been reduced in recent years. Archaeological Service officers also provide assistance and advice to the SIAH’s Field Group. 

2.  The experience of the SIAH is that the county of Suffolk, rather than a larger or smaller administrative authority, is the correct, most historically appropriate and most efficient area for an umbrella body dealing with heritage provision. Suffolk residents retain a concept of local identity that reflects this. 

3.  The SIAH firmly believes that care and respect for the human heritage is a mark of civilization. It therefore believes that there is a fundamental duty to take care of Suffolk's archaeology and documentary records for present and future generations to enjoy. These resources are primary evidence, unique and irreplaceable. At present SCC as the representative Local Authority, bears the responsibility, on behalf of the people of Suffolk, for the curation of its cultural heritage. It is essential that this responsibility is fully understood by SCC, and that any proposals for change do not diminish this responsibility.

A spokesman for the Department for Communities and Local Government has recently stated that:

‘Residents rightly expect their council to maintain key services and to deliver their legal duties including heritage protection. National planning policy is clear about the importance of archaeology and our heritage assets… The draft National Planning Policy Framework reaffirms and makes much clearer, protection for the historic environment. It also encourages councils to set out how they will protect and improve heritage most at risk through neglect or decay, for the enjoyment of communities now and in the future.’

4.  Since 1974 SCC has provided core funding for the Archaeological Service and the Record Office. If divestment is pursued by way of a heritage trust, it must have a permanent and sustainable financial base. We consider that, although a trust may be able to access some external funding (e.g. from the Heritage Lottery Fund), there can be no doubt that on-going core funding of such an organisation could not be completely secured by external grants or fund raising. We therefore believe that it is imperative that a public body, such as SCC, maintains a commitment to underwrite provision for the curation of the heritage of the county.

Whilst wishing to see the existing provision of heritage service maintained, and desiring to participate in any discussion of change, the SIAH does not see its role as being a provider of such direct services, nor does it have the resources to be a significant financial contributor to a ‘New Heritage and Cultural Organisation for Suffolk’.

5.  Suffolk’s residents need not only the curation of their heritage, but also its systematic display and interpretation. The SIAH is concerned that the current museum provision is fragmented and does not present an adequate story of the county from its prehistoric origins to the present day. We believe it would be a major failing if this aspect of the county’s heritage provision were not considered at this stage.
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